
The full picture



What is happening in this image? 

Students will be asked to examine the next three images. Each one is a still from a 
video.

Ask students what they think might be happening in the picture. Push them to move 
beyond ‘a man is running down the street’ to making inferences about why this is 
happening.

Any and all answers are acceptable - this activity is simply exploring what students 
may infer from only seeing a single image.



What is happening in this image? 

Explain that this is the next still from the video.

Has this changed their perception? What might happen next?



What is happening in this image? 

This last image shows the events from another angle and more context is shown. 
Does this give them other ideas about what is going on?



Now watch the whole video. Does it have 
a different ending than you expected?

Video:

https://www.youtub
e.com/watch?v=_S
sccRkLLzU&t=1s

Watch the film with students, and discuss the following points:

● How did the film meet your expectations from only seeing the still previously? 
● Why was seeing the whole film different than just the still photos?

Sometimes we only get part of a story. We might see a picture and be told a bit of 
information about what it shows, or we might hear one person’s version of an event. 
This can sometimes give us the wrong idea about what is going on. In the rest of this 
lesson we’re going to look at ways we can make sure we’ve heard the whole story 
before making decisions about news we hear.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SsccRkLLzU&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SsccRkLLzU&t=1s
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Getting the full picture

Questions that start with: 

● Who?
● What?
● Where?
● When?
● Why?

Questions that start with ‘How’ are also useful.

It’s really important that before anyone makes a decision to share something on social 
media, tell other people about it, or just takes it on board as a piece of information 
they believe, they make sure they have all the facts.

It’s good practice to ask questions using the 5ws to ensure you have all the 
information about a story. Not only this, but the 5ws should be explained in detail, 
featuring input from as many people as possible involved in the story. For example, if 
a story is about an argument between people who either want to tear down a building 
or keep it up, you shouldn’t only hear the opinion of the people who want to tear it 
down. 

On the following slides there are going to be four stories. They replicate something 
you might see in a tweet or post. For each one, either have students discuss or write 
down any questions they think they would need to answer before they fully 
understand the story.



Phone causes massive house fire

Some of the most important questions are:

● Why did this happen? Was it a fault with that specific phone or is this a 
widespread thing?

● When did this happen? Is it something that happened recently to a brand new 
phone or an old phone 5 years ago?

● How did it happen? Was someone charging it with a faulty wire or was it just 
sitting on a table?

Sometimes stories like this are shared to frighten people even though the scenario in 
the story is really rare. This is why it’s important to get as much information as 
possible. 



Teenage boy missing for three days

Some of the most important questions are:

● When did this happen? It could be the case that he’s already been found.
● Where did this happen? It’s unlikely we can be helpful finding him if he lives in 

a different country.
● What happened? Having more details about the scenario means we could be 

more helpful in finding him.

Stories like this get shared all the time on social media, and they can be really 
important in finding missing people. However, it’s important to check for updates 
before sharing. Sometimes the people have already been found and it’s an old post, 
or there is more information available that would be more helpful to share. 



Careless campers cause forest fire

Some of the most important questions are:

● What did the campers do?
● How did this start a fire?
● How do we know it’s the fault of the campers?
● What were the conditions like when the fire started?
● Could there be another cause?

When blame is placed on someone in a story, it’s good to make sure you see both 
sides of the story. Do the campers say it’s their fault or do they deny it? A story like 
this might be easy to share, especially if you were mad about the fire, but it’s 
important to get the whole story.



Unnecessary new station to be built in London

Some of the most important questions are:

● Who thinks that the station is unnecessary? 
● Why do they think it is unnecessary?
● Where is the station?
● What do other people think?

The person who wrote this headline clearly has a specific point of view. That’s totally 
fine, but if you don’t know all the facts of a story, it’s worth finding them out before you 
pass the message on. If you read all about the station and agree it is unnecessary 
then that’s absolutely fine, however it’s good to make sure you have all the 
information before forming an opinion. 



Getting the full picture

Here’s some ways to ensure you get the full story:

1. If you see a headline shared on social media, read the 
full story.

2. Make sure you can answer the 5Ws for any story.

3. If in doubt, look up the story and find more information.

The headlines just shown were deliberately vague (and not based on any specific real 
events), but this is often all you get with a link to a news headline or in a tweet or 
instagram story. Sometimes headlines are misleading on purpose to shock people 
and get them to share the story. Or, sometimes when you click on the link it will be 
obvious that it’s meant to be a joke.

To ensure you’ve got the full picture of any story:

1. Always click on the link and read the full story – don’t assume you know what 
it’s about from a headline or an image

2. Check through the story – make sure that you can answer the 5ws and that 
what you’ve read shows different points of view on the issue.

3. Look up the story in a news aggregator (like google news). Ensure you search 
the most important words in the headline, but not the whole headline, so you 
get as many different stories as possible on the topic. 



What have you learnt?



Learning check

You see a story on the news on TV.

Later that night, you see a friend’s Instagram story that 
says the story on TV wasn’t true.

What would you do to figure out which is right?

Plenary/Assessment for learning

There could be many answers here, and this could lead to a rich discussion. 

Some ideas might be to see how the facts match up in each story, do research, find 
the story in other sources, ask adults you know, or ask your friend where they got 
their information from.

If you wanted to take a more PSHE perspective on this lesson, you might choose to 
ask students what they would do if a friend or family member keeps sharing stories 
online that students think (or know) aren’t true.



For more media literacy resources from Behind the Headlines and Newswise, visit 
https://theguardianfoundation.org/. 

https://theguardianfoundation.org/
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