Spotting “Fake”
News and Images
on the WEB

Sagren Petersen

27/9-2022 Erasmus Conference Frederikshavn.




Goals
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Learning

* Understand why it's important to
question the truthfulness of articles
and images found on the web

 Define confirmation bias and
recognize how it impacts a
person’s decision-making

* Develop strategies for identifying
“fake” news and images
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Definitions:

Misinformation:

False information that is held or spread, regardless of
intent.

Disinformation:

False information that is spread with the intent to mislead.
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Level of Public Misinformation (Estimated)

percentage of citizens misinformed on typical major issue
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Note: Ballpark estimates by author based on opinion poll questions.
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Examples of recent factual claims

Donald Trump faked having Covid-19 in order to win sympathy votes
Joe Biden is mentally impaired
Dr. Anthony Fauci funded a lab in Wuhan to develop the coronavirus

If reelected, Donald Trump planned to eliminate social security and
Medicare

Kamala Harris was not born in United States
CDC manipulated numbers to exaggerate number of dead from Covid-19
President Trump went to the hospital last year after suffering a stroke

Vote counting machines overcounted the Biden vote
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None are true, but each is believed
by tens of millions of Americans

percentage of respondents saying statement is true

Trump cut soc sec I 43
Biden mentally impaired I 45
Vote machines rigged I 43

CDC faked Covid I 4 2

Trump faked Covid I 4 1
Trump had stroke I 31

Fauci funded Wuhan I 27
Harris not a citizen I 27

Source: Indiana University’s Observatory on Social Media survey, November 2020
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Fixing our misinformation problem

* We could hold political leaders to account for lying

BUT: We don't detect it when our side’s leaders say it, and we don’t value truth
enough to base our vote on it.

* We could get our information from reliable sources

BUT: Many of us prefer sources that tell us what we want to believe — there’s
high demand for confirming information.

* We could hold ourselves to a higher standard

BUT: Confirmation bias is ingrained — we don’t know when we’re wrong and
tend to reject conflicting information.
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Fixing our misinformation problem

* 1. Fact checking — studies don’t show it to be all that effective
and might contribute to spread of misinformation in some
instances

2. Media literacy courses — the effect might be short lived

3. Platform intervention (removing false claims, delisting serial
abusers, noting that a story is suspect) — most promising but
more research on efficacy is needed.
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l;g Plenum discussion

What are the different ways we experience
the news?
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How can the spread of misinformation

Iﬂ Small group discussion:

have negative consequences?

Scenario #1:

“News” reports tell of possible Russian nuclear attack on Ukraine

Social media is the main driver for “fakenews”
10% of readers of top news come via social media

40% of readers of “fake news” come via social media

EBSCO
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How can the spread of misinformation

I;—L_N‘ Small group discussion: have negative consequences?

Scenario #2:
You hear a rumor about a classmate at school and tell it to several others.
You later learn the rumour is not true, but you had a hand in spreading it

around school.
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Confirmation bias

The natural tendency to

seek out or favor information
that confirms what you already
believe to be true while at the

same time ignoring evidence
that contradicts your beliefs.




Confirmation bias

Which article would you share on social media if you
believed left-handed people are more creative than ARTICLE B
right-handed people?

Right is wrong: the surprising life
benefits of being left-handed

Dispelling the myth of the left-handed
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Evaluating the credibility of images

— g The Preamble
“*to the U.S. Constitution " *
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Evaluating the credibility
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of images

Photoshopped image
of orca swimming in
flood waters near
Christchurch,
New Zealand




Evaluating the credibility of images

You are doing a research paper
on the effects of nuclear
radiation, and you stumble
upon this picture posted on a
photo sharing site (Imgur).

How could you find out
whether this image is making
a true or false claim?
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Fukushima Nuclear Flowers

by pleasegoogleShakerAamerpleasegoogleDavidK... Jul 22 2015

Not much more to say. this is what happens when flowers get nuclear birth defects

Next Post >




Clickbait
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SeeMs LealT.

Catchy headlines and/or
images designed to grab your
attention and encourage you to
click through to an article or
website that may contain
questionable content.

Sometimes clickbait is ad

content disguised to look like a
legitimate news article.
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Tips for Recognizing “Fake” News and Images

Before you cite or share: 1. Read beyond the headline
. Consider the source
Check the author/photographer

I . Check the date )
. Check the links %




Tips for Recognizing “Fake” News and Images

Before you cite or share: 6. Check the comments
/. Evaluate supporting quotes
8. Ask: “Is this a joke?” (satire)

— The Onion, The Daily Current, Empire News
. Ask: “Do my own beliefs affect my

judgement?” (confirmation bias)

10.Conduct a reverse image search




Resources
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Fact-checking
websites:

* FactCheck.org
 Politifact.com

* Snopes.com

Test your

news sense:
http://factitious
.augamestudio
.com/#/

EBSCO
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