


The academy has a relentless focus on students as individuals and on 
identifying and supporting students to overcome any barriers to their 
learning.”

- Ofsted

“



1 Welcome

It is with great pleasure that 
I write to you as Principal of 
Cleeve School. My vision 
for the school is very simple: 
for it to provide the very 
best possible education 
and experience for all of its 
students so that they are 
thoroughly prepared for the 
next, very exciting stages 
of their lives.  The highest 
standards and aspirations 
permeate everything we do.

As a parent myself, I know that all 
parents and carers want the very best 
for their children – and rightly so.  As 
a school, we have a duty to provide 
all of our students with an exceptional 
learning experience, one that allows 
them to attain excellent examination 
results, and also one that prepares 
them for an increasingly challenging 
world beyond school, where the ability 
to keep learning and developing 
as young adults is imperative.  Our 
programme of extra-curricular activities 
and enrichment is of the highest calibre 
and contributes towards the students 
thriving in all aspects of their growth 
and development; equally, our provision 
for the highest achieving students 
ensures that they progress through 
our flourishing Sixth Form to the best 
universities, including Oxbridge.

Cleeve School offers consistently 
outstanding teaching and an innovative 
and highly personalised curriculum, 
where literacy and numeracy skills 
provide essential foundations.  
The school provides a safe and 
stimulating environment, where 
mutual respect threads through the 
celebrated ethos of care, support 
and guidance.  In preparing students 
for the world beyond school, we 
firmly believe in high standards of 
dress and attitude, so that good 
manners, tolerance and understanding 
underpin everything we do.  

Partnerships are crucial, particularly 
with regard to our partner primary 
schools and other secondary school 
establishments.  Our Governing Body 
is exceptional and helps us to foster 
links with diverse aspects of the 
community.  Our partnerships with 
the worlds of business and industry 
continue to thrive and help to provide 

highly stimulating and relevant learning 
experiences for our students.  Our 
partnership with parents is arguably 
the most important and it is through a 
mutually supportive approach that the 
students will aspire to be the very best 
they can be.  In working with parents, 
we listen closely and act accordingly: 
as mentioned, I approach my work as 
an experienced professional, and also 
as a parent. By listening to a range of 
stakeholder voices, we don’t stand still, 
we keep developing and improving. 
Nothing but the very best will do.

In short, Cleeve School provides the 
very best education, where students 
progress and thrive because they 
enjoy and are inspired by their 
learning. The school compares very 
favourably with other schools in both 
the private and state sectors throughout 
Gloucestershire and, indeed, beyond.  
It is a school that I feel extremely 
proud and privileged to lead: the 
exceptional staff and students make 
my job the very best in the world!

If you would like to discuss any aspect 
of the school further, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the school – I 
will be delighted to meet with you.

With very best wishes,
Alwyn Richards



2 Vision

Our students are our greatest 
asset and they become 
our greatest legacy. Our 
community and nation 
prospers in their hands as 
future citizens and leaders, 
visionaries and innovators.



We believe in providing our young 
people with an inspiring and stimulating 
start in life, so that they develop to be 
the very best they can be, contributing 
successfully within society as confident, 
responsible, happy, knowledgeable 
and independent adults, with the right 
skills and aptitudes to thrive as life-
long learners, where they fulfil their 
dreams and very highest ambitions. 

Cleeve School achieves this by offering 
a values-based and highly aspirational 
school environment which inspires a 
love of learning and knowledge through 
the highest standards of teaching and 
extra-curricular provision. We set our 
expectations very high and constantly 
try to exceed them. By nurturing 
and enriching partnerships, we grow 
stronger and embrace the community 
we serve. We recruit the very best 
staff and invest in them because they 
help to shape and create the future.

Cleeve School provides an exceptional 
education for our students. We 
remove barriers, open doors of 
opportunity, nurture curiosity and 
ignite a joy of learning so that 
our aspirations for everyone are 
the very highest they can be.



3 Transition 
to Secondary 
School

At Cleeve School we 
understand that the transition 
to a large secondary school 
can be quite daunting. 
Therefore, to ensure that your 
child settles into life at Cleeve 
School, we provide a series 
of induction activities which 
take place in the year before 
your child joins our school.

We also offer parents the opportunity 
to visit the school and meet their 
child’s tutor before they start in the 
Autumn Term. Part of this strategy 
is to determine with local primary 
schools those students who may 
require additional support and 
ensure that this is ready when 
students arrive in September. 

When your child starts at Cleeve, 
they will be placed in a tutor group. 
They will meet with their tutor every 
morning for fifteen minutes to register 
and settle into the school day. This 
time is dedicated to ensure that each 
student starts their day with the most 
productive and positive mind-set.

Each tutor group is located within one 
of our five Colleges: Attenborough, 
Holmes, Nightingale, Shackleton 
and Rowling. The College system 
supports both pastoral and academic 
achievement; this includes College 
competitions across the subject range 
including Drama, Music, Science and 
Sport.  These activities allow students 
not only to develop their performance 
in the chosen area, but also gives them 
the opportunity to socialise with a range 
of age groups as well as experience 
many different leadership opportunities. 

One of the advantages of Colleges 
being located in the same area of 
the school, is that your child will be 
supported by the other students 
and staff in their College, giving 
them a clear identity from day one 
of their school journey.  College 
staff are focused on ensuring that 
your child is able to achieve their 
potential in all areas of school life.



Students feel safe, are always considerate and contribute well to the very 
positive ethos of the school; they are proud to be part of the school.” 

- Ofsted

“



Within two weeks of starting at Cleeve School, my son was transformed! 
He seemed more responsible, independent and self-organised, clearly 
stimulated by the great teachers and students around him; it seemed like a 
fast-track to maturity!”

- Parent

“



Hard work always pays off; 
the teachers I have been lucky 
enough to have are outstanding, 
inspirational and friendly people. 
I will never look back on my 
childhood and say that I was 
never given the opportunity to 
fulfil my academic potential. 
Cleeve School has given me the 
tools to surpass my potential and 
achieve amazing things.” 

- Student

“



At Cleeve we aim to foster a 

love of learning in every child 

and develop students who are 

confident, independent and 

responsible citizens, who aspire 

to be the very best they can be.



4 Raising 
Aspiration
At Cleeve School we believe that there 
are many aspects which contribute 
to the rounded education of our 
students, and we encourage all of 
our students to embrace life beyond 
the classroom. We offer an extensive 
range of sporting, creative and cultural 
extra-curricular activities and visits 
aimed at engaging all students.
We offer a variety of sporting activities 
and students compete at school, county 
and national level. Sports include rugby, 
football, cricket, hockey, swimming, 
netball, athletics, rounders and dance. 

We have a strong tradition of the 
Arts at Cleeve School. Students 
can have their work displayed in 

the art gallery and can take part in 
a number of art competitions. Our 
Drama Department have their own 
purpose built Drama Studio and 
regularly put on performances as well 
as an annual whole school show. 
Our Music Department have a variety 
of groups and ensembles including 
the Choir, Samba Band, Folk Group, 
Jazz Band, Strings Group, Orchestra, 
and regularly perform in both local 
and national competitions, and as 
part of the Cheltenham Jazz Festival. 
The department are housed in their 
dedicated suite of rooms which includes 
a recording studio and a recital room.

There are a variety of other clubs that 
students can participate in, including 
Chess Club, Debating and Fair 
Traders. The Duke of Edinburgh is 
another popular part of extra-curricular 
activities at Cleeve School, and is a 
great way of developing leadership 
skills, as well as other qualities, 
such as team work and resilience.

We firmly value the importance of 
developing our students into the 
leaders of the future.  To this end, we 
ensure that there are a wide variety 
of leadership roles within the school 
which range from Sports and Language 
Leaders, to peer mentors, to prefects, 
to Head Boy and Girl. Leadership skills 
are recognised formally as part of the 
whole school rewards programme.



5 Raising 
Achievement
Excellent teaching is at the heart of 
any school. At Cleeve, we constantly 
strive to ensure that we have the 
best teachers delivering the most 
engaging and inspiring lessons in 
order to maximise success within our 
students. We strive for our students to 
be resilient and independent learners, 
who have a thirst for knowledge. We 
constantly encourage our students 
to achieve their potential and 
celebrate their success through our 
rewards programme, assemblies, 
‘Breakfast with the Principal’ and 
our annual Achievement Evening.

Students at Cleeve study the full range 
of National Curriculum subjects, and 

in Year 7 will be set in all subjects by 
the end of the Autumn Term, which 
allows a greater differentiation of study. 

A small number of students in Year 7 
will be a part of the Access Programme 
which is designed to offer support to 
students who may initially struggle 
with some of the challenges that face 
them at secondary school. These 
could include difficulties with literacy 
and/or numeracy. The students 
who take part in this programme 
will follow an alternative curriculum; 
instead of studying a language, 
they will receive additional lessons 
in literacy and numeracy, and their 
progress is tracked very closely.  

Our students study the same wide 
range of subjects in Year 8 and 9, 
most often taught in sets determined 
by ability. Their progress is regularly 
assessed and carefully monitored 
and there are opportunities for 
students to change sets at convenient 
stages in the course. At the end 
of Year 9 students will choose the 
subjects that they will study in Key 
Stage 4. The choices are made in 
conjunction with parents and staff. 

Great emphasis is placed on tracking 
students’ progress during all Key 
Stages. As a parent, we will keep 
you informed through regular reports 
and will offer you the opportunity to 
discuss your child’s progress in school 
through scheduled Parents’ Evenings.

We offer our students high quality 
guidance on employment, careers and 
courses in further and higher education. 
This guidance begins in Year 7 as part 
of the Life Skills and tutor programme, 
including The Edge Project. Our 
objective is to raise aspirations and to 

ensure that all of our students progress 
onto an appropriate career path that 
they have chosen with our help and 
guidance. The majority of our students 
continue education into our Sixth Form 
and then proceed to higher education.

Pastoral care is one of the most 
important means by which we enable 
students to achieve their true potential. 
Pastoral support adds value to a 
student’s education by enriching his or 
her personal life, assisting in allowing 
informed  decisions to be made, offering 
guidance and counselling to bring about 
the required self-discipline to support 
teaching and learning. We value the 
partnership of mutual support between 
teachers, parents and students and 
personal achievement is at the heart 
of our pastoral care programme. 

The pastoral structure is based upon 
college and tutor groupings. All students 
have personal contact with a tutor to 
whom he or she can relate and who 
oversees his or her personal welfare 
and progress. The tutor will always 
be accessible to students for support 
and advice and will help in all matters 
related to academic performance. They 
are also the first point of contact for 
parents. The College Leaders, Head 
of Year 11 and Head of Sixth Form 
oversee the welfare and progress 
of all students within their group.



At Cleeve we celebrate progress 

and success; we encourage 

every child to achieve to their 

full potential so that they are 

able  to go on and thrive within 

the exciting opportunities and 

challenges of the future.



At Cleeve we fully believe that 

success comes through building 

strong partnerships with a range 

of stakeholders, helping to 

produce highly-skilled students 

who flourish within local and 

international communities.



6 Enriching 
Partnerships
We embrace the involvement of parents 
in all aspects of life at Cleeve School. 
We keep parents informed through our 
website, twitter feed and newsletter. 

We work in partnership with a number 
of local primary and secondary schools 
and we value the opportunity for 
students, staff and those in the wider 
community to work on collaborative 
projects. Our ‘Community and 
Partnership’ work, with local primary 
schools and the Cleeve Sports and 
Arts Centre, allows us to offer a wide 
range of activities, including counselling 
and family support, fitness classes, 
youth theatre and holiday clubs. This 
vibrant celebration of learning at Cleeve 

provides an excellent model for our 
students, helping to raise aspiration 
and achievement. Our staff view 
themselves as continuous learners 
who use our different partnerships to 
develop their own skills and strengths. 

We encourage our students to consider 
their place in their community and 
as global citizens; we endeavour to 
make them embrace the world that 
surrounds them and the opportunities 
and challenges that they may face. 
International visits are an integral 
part of all areas of our curriculum. 
We participate annually in a French 
and Spanish schools’ exchange 
programme, as well as offering 
students an opportunity to visit 
countries such as China and Iceland.  

This international dimension plays 
a central role in our promotion 
of Community Enrichment, 
encouraging social, moral, spiritual 
and cultural understanding and 
helping to develop our students 
into responsible global citizens.



7 The Future

The majority of our students 
continue their studies in 
our Sixth Form Centre and 
are regularly joined by 
students from other local 
schools. We celebrate 
academic excellence and 
due to our size, we are 
able to offer a range of 
courses including AS, A2 
and Vocational courses. 

We encourage our students to have 
high aspirations, and a number of them 
apply each year and are successful in 
gaining places at Oxbridge and Russell 
Group universities, under the guidance 
of our dedicated Sixth Form team.

We are approaching an exciting 
period for the Sixth Form at Cleeve 
School. This year saw record results 
at A Level, and planning is well 
under way for the construction of 
a brand new Sixth Form Centre. 

We encourage students to develop 
their own style, individuality and, 
through discussion with staff 
and the representation of the 
Senior Student Council, they 
make a significant contribution to 
determining their own affairs. 

We expect Cleeve Sixth Form students 
to leave with the highest academic 
qualifications and as confident, well-
rounded adults who are ready to 
face the challenges of University 
life or a demanding career; they 
act as role models for our younger 
students at Cleeve School.



We were so impressed by your school and your students; what a 
wonderful advert for the future of our country to have such a large group 
of very talented young adults.” 

- Starlearner.com

“



Cleeve School, Two Hedges Road, Bishops Cleeve, Gloucestershire, GL52 8AE 
Tel: 01242 672546  E-Mail: office@cleeveschool.net


